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Salem Missionary Baptist Church
   305 East 21st Street, Brooklyn, NY 11226
Dr. James A. Thornton, Pastor 
  T. J. BOYD SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT FUND
      ELIGIBILTY AND SELECTION CRITERIA RULES

High School Seniors, College and Graduate Students who plan to
enroll in or return to institutions of higher learning during the
2026-2027 academic year are encouraged to apply based upon
criteria listed below.
Eligibility:
1. Applicants must be active members of the Salem Missionary Baptist church for
at least one year at the time of application.
2. Proof of acceptance to a bonafide and accredited college/university (original
letter of acceptance) must be submitted with application.
2a. Subject to Committee discretion and approval, Vocational/Technical/Trade School (original letter of acceptance) must be submitted with application.
3. If already, in college applicant must submit proof of passing in all grades for the
entire year. All applicants must take a minimum of 12 hours per semester. Graduate students must take a minimum of two (2) courses each semester.
4. A typed essay, three to five pages in length and double spaced (12 pt. font)
must be submitted with the application.
5. Application Deadline Date: Sunday, July 5, 2026
6. Scholarships will be awarded on Sunday, August 2, 2026 “Scholarship Awards Day.
7. Recipients must be present to receive the scholarship award, unless proof is
submitted to the church office that the applicant must be attending college on that
date.
8. Applicant must submit all required documentation to scholarshipsmbc@gmail.com
Completed application, typed essay, and official high school, college, or graduate
school transcript. Include forms verifying participation in Church ministries,
extracurricular activities in high school, college and/or community organizations.
Note: There will be no exception to eligibility rules #5 #6 #7 and #8. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
THE FOLLOWING POINT SYSTEM WILL BE USED IN THE EVALUATION
OF EACH APPLICATION:

1. Scholastic ability: Submit an official high school, college, or graduate school transcript for the 2025-2026 academic year with your application. 25%
2. Participation in church activities or Service: 1- 4 activities. maximum 25%: All applicants must submit verification form(s) signed by ministry leaders who are familiar with your participation. 25%
College and Graduate students must submit proof that they have not only reached out to and had meaningful dialogue with at least one member of the Scholarship Committee but must also have attended worship services and actively participated in some church ministry at least four (4) times during the academic school year.
High School Seniors must submit proof of active participation in church ministries during the 2026- 2027academic school year.

3. Involvement in high school, college vocational/technical/trade school and/or community organizations: 1- 4 activities; maximum 25%
You may submit verification forms or letters detailing your involvement in high school, college and/or community service activities.
4. Typed Essay: Three to five pages in length and double spaced (12 pt. font).
Essay must demonstrate the writer’s understanding of the topic, evidence of the Writer & efforts at gathering supporting information and, with correct use of grammar, provide thoughtful and critical analyses and perspectives on the subject matter. Maximum 25%
Artificial Intelligence: Essays will be written in your own voice, unaided by the use of any Artificial Intelligence software. All essays will be examined through an Artificial Intelligence authentication program. If it is determined that an essay has been aided by Artificial intelligence, the applicant will lose 25% of the intended scholarship award.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
High SCHOOL SENIORS: Select an essay topic and indicate your chosen question (1–5) at the top of the first page.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. Describe an event, challenge or accomplishment that you have confronted during your education journey that has sparked a new understanding of yourself. How has your own background influenced the way in which you approached and attempted to deal with this issue, and are there others to whom you have looked for guidance and direction?

2. Share with us about an instance when discipline and persistence were key assets that contributed to your success.  Please include in your discussion how employing initiative and determination were invaluable in achieving your goal(s)



COLLEGE AND GRADUATE STUDENTS: Select an essay topic and indicate your chosen question (1–5) at the top of the first page.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. The Department of Education is promoting the elimination of certain programs from the 'professional' classification, specifically targeting fields such as healthcare and social work, including nursing, social work, and physical therapy. These careers are predominantly chosen by women and minorities.  In light of the DoE’s ongoing agenda to dismantle diversity, equity and inclusion, how might these changes impact students now and in the future? Should the federal government decide which careers are 'professional' and deserve higher loan limits? Please explain.

2.   Write a 3-5-page essay about one real situation from the past 14 days where you used or deliberately chose not to use an AI tool such as, ChatGPT, Grammarly, Google Gemini, Microsoft Copilot or any other, while completing a real task [assignment, writing, study, or work]. Please focus on one specific task and one continuous process of thinking, decision-making, and revision, and follow the essay prompts below. Be advised, writing generally about AI will make your essay incomplete.
Essay Prompts:
• Describe the task and your initial attempt
• What was your decision regarding whether/how to use AI? If you
can, please share with us your thought processes.
• If AI was used, please record the question you asked and a brief
summary of what it produced in response
• What changed after your first attempt? Explain one revision or
adjustment, and why you made it   
• Detail one evaluation of the result using a common standard, such as
accuracy, clarity, how well the AI output followed the instructions of
the real task, or time saved 
 • Identify one mistake, misunderstanding, or limitation that occurred
during the process.
• Explain one specific rule you will follow in future AI-assisted work

3.  As a person of faith, do you believe that your understanding of the teachings of the bible, church, and other religious influences aid you in making decisions as they relate to your studies and life in a positive manner?  Would you say that your understanding of religion has no impact on your life at all?  Please explain.

